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“The Play’s the thing !’”"—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


Drurp Dane Cheatre. 

On Saturday night, after Charles the Twelfth, the Faree of Mas- 
ter’s Rival, was aeted for the second time. The author, no doubt, had 
the peculiar excellences of Liston and Jones in his mind’s eye when he 
wrote this piece, and most grateful ought he tobe for the able manner 
in which they sustain their respective parts. There is little originality 
in the conception of any of the characteis, nor can the dialogue boast 
much of wit or rapartée, yet by the excellence of the acting, and by 
the bustle and business of the scene, it is rendered lively and amusing. 
Liston produces great laughter ; it has been truly said of this actor, 
“ that Liston is very great in Liston,” and he proves by the mirth he 
excites as Paul Shack, how much he can do with a very weak part, 
The best scenes, we think, are those where Peter Shack introduces 
himself to the Aldgate family, as J/r. Cowmeadow ; the self-conceit, 
and pert impudence of the valet apeing a gentleman is admirably played 
by Jones ; and that in whigh the fathers over a glass quarrel, through 
the attempt of Sir Colley Cowmeadow to explain, and all he says being 
rendered equivoeal by the previous lies of Shack. 

Covent Garden Cheatre. 

Farqunar’s lively Comedy of The Recruiting Officer, was revived 
at this Theatre, on Saturday night, and, cast as it was, with the 
whole comic strength of the company, we scarcely need add, it gave 
unmixed delight, to a crowded audience. C. Kemble, as we prophe- 
sied, has indeed added another feather to his cap of fame, by his per- 
formance of Capt. Plume ; he was an exact counterpart of the gay, 
dashing militaire, who presumes himself, privileged to smile in every 
pretty face, with familiar assurance ; his acting where he cajoles, the 
two bumpkins to enlist was perfect, as was his drunken scene: he 
represents the inebriety of a gentleman, better than any actor on the 
stage, indeed the whole of the part, he played in his very best style. 
The Rival Captain, Brazen, was acted by Mr. Green, with great co- 
mic effect ; his affected coxcomical airs, made an excellent contrast to 
the manly, though thonghless Plume. 

Melinda found a beautiful representative in Miss Chester ; and the 
Sylvia of Mrs. Chatterley, is one of the best characters we have ever 
seen this lady sustain: the quarrel between these two ladies, in the 
first act, was inimitably acted, and loudly applauded. We are sorry 
not to be able to praise Miss Nelson ; she did not appear to play Rose 
con amore ; though there was nothing to offend, there was nothing to 
delight in her performance ; remembering, as we do, what importance 
Miss Kelly gave to the part, when the play was acted at Drury Lane 
in 1816, we confess Miss Nelson woefully disappointed us. Meadows, 
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in Thomas Appletree, and Keeley, in Coster Pearman, must be seen 
to be appreciated : the stupid look of astonishment which Meadows 
assumes, whilst gazing on the guinea, he exclaims “ Oh, the wonder- 
ful works of natur ;”? and the open-mouthed staggering wonder of 
Keeley, are in the happiest style ef broad comic acting. Mr. Wrench 
swaggered, bullied, and told the lies of Serjeant Kite, with a bold iace 
and nimble tongue. The Bullock, of J. Reeve, was as clowsish and 
thick-headed as could be desired ; whilst our old favorite, Mrs. Gibbs, 
delivered her speeches in the most pointed and-clever manner. Mr. 
Bartley, as Balance, and Mr. Duruset, as Worthy, were very respec- 
table. We have seldom seen a play so well acted in all its parts as 
this Comedy was, and it richly merited the vehement applause with 
which it was greeted througi: its whole progress :—its announcement 
for repetition on Tuesday was loudly cheered— The Bottle Imp followed. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Ma. Eniror—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t in- 
trude—but will you excuse me—I have to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to 
rub shoulders with my friends, and the fashionable world, at one or other of the 
Grand Lounges about town. 

Monday—lI shall be found seated a! the Diorama, in the Regent’s Park, 
anxiously admiring the two new Views, the charming Viilage of Unterseen, 
and the Cloisters of St.Wandrille—quite bewitching ! 

On Tuesday, I wander through the various Departments of that popular and 
attractive Lounge, the Royal Bazaar, 73, Oxford Street, and view The British 
Diorama, The Descent from the Cross, and the French Child, with the singular 
inscription of ‘ Napoleon, Empereur,’ in its eyes. 

On Wednesday, I step into the Horse Bazaar, Baker Street—inspect the mag- 
nificent Exhibition of Musical and Mechanical Aiffttoma—Musica! Lady, Juvenile 
Artist, Rope Dancer, Magician, Walking Figure, a magnificent Vase, made by 
order of Napoleon, Birds, &e. In the afternoon, I qualify Mrs. P.’s discordant 
notes with some harmony divine, and may be found between | and 4 o’clock, at 
The Apollonicon ; in St. Martin’s Lane. 

On Thursday, I shall be found, with my Spectacles off, admiring the truly 
grand display of the Wonders of Nature—I don’t mean the Naturals called 
Fops,but the Microscopic Wonders, exhibited by Mr. Carpenter, the Optician, 
in Regent Street. Inthe evening, I drop into Covent Garden Theatre—Mor- 
ton’s Sublime and Beautiful attracts great houses—Miss Hughes’s singing de- 
lightfal—shall certainly pay my friend, Alexander Lee, a visit, and buy * The 
Hunter’s Signal Horn,’ and ‘ The Lover’s Chains,’ 

Oo Friday, I shail look in or Mr. Finn, in Regent Street, at his. Fancy 
Glass-working Kxhibition—an ingenious pretty Workshop. Afterwards, I 
drop in to examine Miss Linwood’s curious Needle-Work, in Leicester Square. 

In the evening, went to Drury—saw Plarche’s successful rama, ‘Charles 
the Twelfth’—heard Miss Love sing her beautiful song, ‘ Rise gentle Moon’— 
most enthusiactically encored—elegant composition, by John Barnett—will be 
as popular as ‘ The Light Guitar.’ 

On Saturday—All my country cousins, with Mrs. Pry, are waiting to accom- 
pany me to that long-established Magazine of Novelties, Tne Western Ex- 
CHANGE Bazaar, Old Bond Street—fashion combiced with usefulmess—elegance 
with economy—but 1 always pop in at the private door, 14, Burlington Areade. 

Not to be out of fashion, I drop in at Tne Cigar Divan, King Street, Co- 
vent Garden ;—with first-rate Cigars, excellent Coffee, the Magazines, News- 
papers, &c. (for, as Mingle says, ** there are jots !’’), I whirl away an hour— 
get my box filled with prime snuff, and then for the Theatres—but I intrude, 
bez pardon: ¥ our’s, PAUL Pry. 

P.S. Iwas highly pleased with the new Portrait of the enchanting Love, as 
Apolio—the best I have ever seen—but' was more delighted with the new song, 
* Love’s Heart and Late,’ annexed to it—has been composed expressly for her 
by Sidney Waller, the successfal author of ‘ Love from the Heart,’ which is 
now so deservedly popular. 
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This Evening, the Play of 


CYMBELINE. 


Cymbeline, Mr MUDE, Lucius, Mr THOMPSON, 
Posthumous Leonatus, Mr YOUNG, 
Iachimo, Mr COOPER, Pisanio, Mr YOUNGE, 
Bellarius, Mr AITKEN, Guiderius, Mr J. VINING, 
Cloten, Mr BROWNE, Madan, Mr YARNOLD, 
Imogen, (2nd time) Miss PHILLIPS. 
Queen, Mrs KNIGHT, Ellen, Miss WESTON. 
In Act II. —The Glee of “Hark, the Lark at Heaven's Gate Sings.” 
After which, (44th time) a Grand Comic Pantomime, entitled 


The Queen Bee; 


Invented and Produced by Mr Barrymore—The Music by R. Hughes 


. The Queen Bee, Miss PINCOTT, 
The Drone, Mr ALFRED, Fortuna, Miss NICOL. 
Harlequin Senior,......( afterwards Pantaloon).......-.... Mr BARNES, 


The Doubtful Son, (afterwards Harlequin) Mr HOWELL, 
Pierot, Mr USHER, Scaramench, Master WIELAND, 
Clown, Mi SOUTHBY, The Widow Pantalina, Mr BARTLETT, 
Little Margary, (afterwards Columbine) Miss RYAL, 
Master Agile Harlequin, Master CHIKINI, 
PiceaninnyHarlequin, Mas.LANE, AngelicaHarlequin, MissFENTON 
Mons. Sauteur, Mas. BAKER, Miss Giblet, Master WIELAND, 
The Bohemian Brothers, (with a National Melody) Mess. Yarnold, 
Robinson, Nelson, and Sherif 
NEW SCENERY. 

Scene 1 The Fairy Hive (Marinari) 2 Queen Bee's Palace by Moon- 
light (Andrews) 3 Harlequin’s Country House (Andrews) 4 Har- 
lequin’s Bed Room (Marinari) 5 Brick Fields, at Islington (An- 
drews) 6 An increasing Neighbourhood 7 Bull and Month, Re- 
gent Street (Adams) 8 Exterior of a Country Theatie (Franklin) 
9 Opera Colonnade 10 Batcher’sShop & Dancing Academy 11 The 
Ball Room 12 Royal Bazaar, Oxford Street (Adams) 13 New 
Diorama, with Stanfield’s Grand Moving Picture, representing the 
following Views :—Spithead at Sunrise, Entrance to Portsmouth 
Harbour—The Dock Yard—Upper Harbour—Gosport— Mother 
Bank, Isle of Wight, with the Royal Yacht Club, introducing the 
Exhibition of Cowes Regatta—The Needles by Moonlight—The 
Ocean—The Rock of Gibraitar (Stanfield) 14 A Village near Lon- 
do*(Andrews) 15 A Statute Fair, (Marinari) introducing the 
Surprising Foreign Dwarf 16 Picturesque Landscape 17 Gloomy 
Forest (Andrews) 18 Temple of Industry (Marinari) 
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Theatxe Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, the Tragedy of 


MACBETH. 


Duncan, MrEGERTON, Malcolm, Mr RAYMOND, 
; Macbeth, Mr WARDE, 

Donalbain, Mr HENRY, Banquo, Mr BAKER, 
Macduff, Mr DIDDEAR, Rosse, Mr HORREBOW, 
Lenox, Mr IRWIN, Siward, Mr TURNOUR, 
Fleance, Miss FORTESCUE, Seyton, Mr HOLL, 
Lady Macbeth, Miss LACY, 
Gentlewoman, Mrs WILSON, Hecat’, Mr ISAACS, 
Witches, Mess. Blanchard, Russell, & Meadows. 


After which, (37th time) a new Grand Comic Pantomime, called 


e HIARLE' UIN AND : 

Little Red Riding Hood 
Invented and Produced by Mr Farley—Musie by Watson & Wodarch 
The Wizard, or Brown Man of the Hill, Mr EVANS, 
Humpo, his Son...... (changed to the Wolf,)......Mr E.J. PARSLOE, 
Barley-dust, (afterwards Pautaloon,, Mr ‘i. BLANCHARD, 
Colin, his Apprentice,......(afterwards Harlequin,),.....Mr ELLAR, 
Granny Rose, (afterwards Clown,) Mr J. S. GRIMALDI, 
Rose, called Rose d’Amour, (Afterwards Colombine,) Miss EGAN, 
The Genius of the Rose, (Protectress of Rose,) Miss WATSON. 


Scene 1 The Chaotic Dwelling of the Wizard, which disappears and 
shews the City of Rouev; in Normandy [Grieve] 2 Rouen Ca- 
thedral, with the Bridge ot [oats, the Miller's House and Mill [ W. 
Grieve] 3 The Forest of Nouvelles, with Granny Rose’s Cottage 
by Sunset [Grieve] 4 Inside of Granny Rose’s Cottage [T. Grieve] 
5 ‘The Rosy Bower [Ditto] 6 Outside of the Messagerie Royale, 
[W. Grieve] 7 Distant View of the Isle of Wight, at the time of 
the Regatta ['T. Grieve] 8 St. John’s Gate, Southampton [W. 
Grieve] 9 The New Post Office [Ditto] 10 Doctor’s Shop, and 
his neighbour, the Undertaker’s [Findlay ]--11 Opening of St. Ka- 
tharine’s Docks, with Vessels [W. Grieve] 12 Outside of Sadler’s 
Repository [Findlay] 18 St. Dunstan’s Church--Temple bar— 
and Fleet Street, by Moonlight [W. Grieve] 14 Waterloo Bridge, 
ata distance by night [Grieve] 15 The Nursery Ground [Grieve] 
16 A Cavern 17 Roberts’s Moving Panorama; or, The Russian 
Army’s March to Turkey—comprehending the following Scenery : 
St. Petersburgh, Mountains and Fortresses. The Night Watch. 
Ambuscade and Battle. The halt of the Caravan. in the Desert, at 
Sunset; The Fleet; The Dardanelles; Tie Castle of the Seven 
Towers, and general View of Constantinople—The Whole Painted 
by Mr. Roberts. 18 Spar Caverns [Grieve] 19 The Palace of 
Roses [ W. Grieve.] 
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